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Fixing the WA Forest Crisis

Forest campaigners have met with the Conservation Commission and the Forest
Products Commission this week to discuss the preparation of the next Forest
Management Plan (FMP).

In its August report on implementation of the current FMP, the EPA recommended
that preparation of the next FMP should commence as soon as possible and should
take into account some of the issues that it raised, in particular the serious problems
with the environmental sustainability of native forest logging.

“It is the united view of the conservation movement the next FMP should be prepared
as soon as possible and should be a forest protection plan, not a forest logging plan,”
said Jess Beckerling, spokesperson for the WA Forest Alliance.

“It has become self evident that the logging of native forests is not viable or
sustainable. If a company as large as Gunns can’t make a go of it, it is plainly not
economically viable and we have known for decades it is not environmentally
sustainable,” she added.

Gunns Litd, one of Australia’s largest logging companies, has announced that it is
selling its last sawmill in WA and its timber processing plant in Manjimup.

“With the major industry player exiting and the EPA questioning the sustainability of
native forest logging it is high time the Government prepares and implements a
speedy and just transition out of native forest logging,” said Ms Beckerling.

“There is also a pressing need for Federal Government engagement. The native forest
logging industry is in crisis around the country and all States are facing the very real
threat of forests being burnt to produce electricity. The Federal and State
Governments must both act to rule out this ridiculous proposition.

“The new FMP must be a forest protection plan. We have made it clear to the
Conservation Commission that we will accept nothing less,” said Ms Beckerling.
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