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Forestry Minister refuses to rule out burning native forest logs to
generate electricity

Forest conservation representatives met with the Forestry Minister, Hon. Terry
Redman this morning to discuss issues associated with the continued logging of our
native forests.

The use of native forest wood as ‘biomass’ for electricity generation is posing a
serious new threat to the remaining forests in the south west, and the Minister was
asked if he would rule out allowing this successor of woodchipping to establish itself
in WA.

“Although the meeting was constructive, we are very disappointed that the Minister
would not rule out burning native forest wood to generate electricity,” said Wilderness
Society Spokesperson Peter Robertson.

“Global markets are turning away from our unsustainable native forest woodchips.
Now there is a last-ditch attempt to justify continued native forest logging by taking
the logs that no-one else wants and burning them to generate electricity.

“On a national level, there is a renewed push to amend the Federal renewable energy
legislation to rule out burning native forest wood for electricity generation. Without
Renewable Energy Certificates, burning native forest wood as biomass is unlikely to
be commercially viable. Campaigns are now active in every forested State to prevent
this industry from getting a foothold in our forests,” she added.

Attendees have committed to providing the Minister with further information on the
issues and hope to maintain constructive dialogue with him on matters relating to
future plans for our forests.

“We will continue to campaign for this regressive proposal to be stopped in its tracks.
There is a key opportunity right now for a transition to a sustainably-managed
plantation industry. Opening up a new high volume, low value operation based on our
overcut, overstressed native forests is not in anyone’s interest,” said Ms. Beckerling
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